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LEAVE NO TRACE AUSTRALIA 

Statement 
HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.30 pm]: I decided it is an 
appropriate time to mention this, considering that the Parliament is rising for a couple of weeks, and that if 
members are anything like me, they are looking forward to going bush. I am particularly blessed because “going 
bush” is actually into my electorate, which I thoroughly enjoy. I thought at this point I would draw members’ 
attention to an organisation called Leave No Trace. Leave No Trace is an environmental education, not-for-profit 
organisation dedicated to the responsible enjoyment and active stewardship of natural and cultural heritage 
places by all people worldwide. Leave No Trace Australia promotes and inspires responsible outdoor recreation 
through education, research and partnerships. The program works to build awareness, appreciation and respect 
for our natural and cultural heritage. I met with representatives of Leave No Trace yesterday. The organisation is 
very keen in Western Australia to build relationships with not only mining companies and the Department of 
Environment but also, believe it or not, the Department of Sport and Recreation. That is because recreation is 
probably the poor cousin in sport and recreation. It is actually very important to those people who seek some 
relaxation and choose to do so by going out into our beautiful regional areas.  

Leave No Trace has seven principles that people should consider when they travel into regional areas. I thought I 
would mention them here because they are very important for all of us to remember and support. Obviously, the 
first thing is to plan ahead and prepare. People should not only know the regulations in the national parks and so 
on, but also they should take the appropriate safety equipment. One of the interesting things the organisation 
commented on was in this day and age people should not just rely on a GPS; take a map. That is a pretty 
important piece of information. Probably more importantly is when people decide to stop and camp, they should 
do it only on public roads, in designated camp sites or on durable surfaces, so that the environment is not 
damaged. The third principle is to dispose of waste properly. This is an interesting one for me because I thought 
I was really environmentally conscious. I am a member of the Malleefowl Preservation Group and I have been 
off on a few surveys out into the bush and taken my rubbish home with me. But I remember at one stage I had an 
apple for lunch —  

Hon Sue Ellery: You have looked after malleefowls, as I recall.  

Hon WENDY DUNCAN: Yes, we looked for malleefowls and in fact found evidence of some, which was very 
exciting.  

I was going to say, honourable member, that having had my apple for lunch, I threw the core away thinking to 
myself that it is biodegradable, but of course it is a foreign object in that environment. I was reprimanded by the 
leaders of the group and came to understand that it is actually very important when moving through our beautiful 
state, particularly in the rangelands, that people are very careful about what is left behind; and hopefully it is 
nothing. In particular, that is applicable to using toilet areas. It is becoming a real problem in our parking bays on 
our major highways. For goodness sake, I ask people to dig a hole and ensure that whatever they do is not left on 
the surface. The other thing, of course, is an understanding and appreciation of Indigenous art and heritage. 
These are amazing places and amazing sites but, unfortunately, some people feel that they need to bring home 
souvenirs from these places. That is not the thing to do and will mean that those places are not in a state for 
future generations to come and enjoy.  

The fourth principle is to leave what we find. We should not pick flowers or desecrate Indigenous art and we 
should avoid introducing and transporting non-native species to these areas. I remember that my brother came 
down from the Goldfields to visit me at my farm in Esperance, parked outside the front and then went away 
again. Four months later we had our first ever doublegee grow on the farm. That weed had come all the way 
from the Goldfields. We need to be conscious of what our vehicles carry. In fact, this document even says not to 
take wood into areas because it can carry weeds, seeds and disease.  

Of course, escaped camp fires are a real problem, particularly in the Kimberley. A lot of fires happen in the 
Kimberley because camp fires have not been properly extinguished. The fifth principle is to be very careful with 
fire and, preferably, to not use it.  

The sixth principle is to respect our wildlife. That goes without saying. Speaking of cats, I am quite happy to see 
them disposed of, but we need to respect and care for and protect our native species. That includes not feeding 
native species. One of the challenges in places such as Karijini is that people are quite excited to see dingos in 
close proximity to a campsite and they decide to feed them. That might seem like a very generous thing to do at 
the time. I remember camping with some friends halfway out to Rawlinna on the Nullarbor and a dingo came 
into the proximity of the campsite. My friends wanted to throw them a chop bone or something, but that should 
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not be done; that is foreign food for those animals and encourages them to become too familiar and, perhaps, 
learn behaviours that cause problems later.  

Finally, the seventh principle of Leave No Trace Australia is to be considerate of other visitors. Particularly, we 
should respect our Indigenous people in their country, respect our traditional owners, the pastoral stations and 
the locals, and be courteous of others. People should make sure that they have permission to access the land on 
which they are travelling. 

I would like to commend Leave No Trace. The organisation is endeavouring to get established in Western 
Australia and is working with mining companies and government departments. It really is a great principle, when 
we travel in our beautiful country, to try to make sure we do not leave behind problems that future generations 
will have to deal with.  
 


